
Identification Notes
for wildlife law enforcement

CATEGORM REPTILE

Scien#k NameIs: Eretmochelys  imbricata

Common Name/s: Hawksbill (sea) Turtle

PROBLEM: Verification of identification to species level of whole sea turtles is often required. This Quick Take,
a supplement to Quick Take R-91-2, provides additional diagnostic information
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Carapace (viewed from above) elliptical, covered by overlapping (imbricate) scutes. Carapacial  scutes
include 4 pairs of pleurals (the most anterior one does not touch the ceMc.al scute).

Plastron bridge with four inframarginal  scutes,  without pores.

Head narrow, with two pairs of prefrontal scales. Upper jaw smooth (not serrated), with “hawk-like”
appearance.

Flippers with two claws on the anterior margin.

CO1OR Carapace with densely arranged, very small blotches of black or dark brown on a greenish, fawn,
blond, golden-yellow, or reddish background. Plastron yellow, usually with a few black blotches on anteriormost
Iaminae.
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