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PROBLEM: Species source of Sea Turtle shells is difficult to determin~ whole carapaces  (upper shells) are
imported from areas of the Pacific and Caribbean by unsuspecting tourists, etc.

pleural (p)

CARAPACIAL  SCUTES  OF SEA TURTLES

vertebral (v)

GUIDE TO THE SPECIES SOURCE OF SEA TURTLE CARAPACES:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Four pairs of pleural scutes; cervical scute does not touch first pleurals . . . . . . . . . . ...2
Five or more pairs of pleural scute$ cervical scute touches first pleural scutes..3

Scutes on carapace do not overlap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A
Scutes on carapace overlap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eretmochei’ys  imbricti

(HawksbiU)

Carapace longer than broad (elongate) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gzretta carettu
(Loggerhead)

Carapace circular . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Carapace heart-shaped with sloping marginal scute~
First vertebral in broad contact with first marginal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Chekmiu  mydas

. (Green)

Carapace oval with upturned marginal scutes; First vertebral
separated from or in extremely narrow contact
with first marginal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .C. depressa

(Fkztback)

Generally five pairs of Pleural scutes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Le#dochelys  kempii. . .
(Rkmp’s  Ridk?y)
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Generally more than five pairs of pleural scutes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .L. ol.ivacea
(Olive Ridley)
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